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POPPY APPEAL AS JANUARY 2012 


POPPY APPEAL TOTAL: £34 million and rising


METROPOLITAN TOTAL: £3,368,950.65





‘Although prepared for martyrdom, I preferred that it be postponed.’ 


(Winston Churchill)





THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION


Greater London District


  NEWSLETTER





GOODBYE FROM LOUIS


Dear all I will be leaving the Royal British Legion on the 17th January 2012.  It has been a great pleasure meeting and assisting so many hard working volunteers. I have been made most welcome and looked to assist Branches during this fast period of change for the Legion. 


Despite many issues with HQ ( I can fully sympathise with Branches concerns about HQ) and the change to the region, it is with great credit how the Branches have continued to work for the aims and objectives of the Legion. 


I would echo this last statement as reference for the year ahead and thank you all for the many memories I take with me.


The position of District Secretary has been advertised and should be filled by February 2012. In the meantime Fiona Humphries is still continuing as District Assistant till 31st March 2012. 


Below is the list of contact details for the London Met Team/District Office:


Martin Forde – District Chairman: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mforde@britishlegion.org.uk" �mforde@britishlegion.org.uk� 


Fiona Humphries – District Assistant: � HYPERLINK "mailto:fhumphries@britishlegion.org.uk" �fhumphries@britishlegion.org.uk� or 020 3207 2485


Beverley Harrison – Membership Area Manager: � HYPERLINK "mailto:BHarrison@britishlegion.org.uk" �BHarrison@britishlegion.org.uk� or 01258 458202


Acting Head of Met Welfare					Benefits and Money Advice


Susan Watmough - 020 3207 2136				Lynsey Dalton (BMA) – 020 3207 2488


								Janet Boyce (BMA) - 020 3207 2159


Welfare							


Mash Alam (CMA) - 020 3207 2495				District Ceremonial Officer		


Wakeel Gbajumo (CWO) – 020 3207 2491			Stan Heath - 01784 255 006


Kirsten Olufsen – (CWO) - 020 3207 2493


Safa Khalique – (CWO) - 020 3207 2490 			District Recruiting Officers


								Penny Bell-Wright - � HYPERLINK "mailto:penny_b_w@yahoo.co.uk" �penny_b_w@yahoo.co.uk� 


Fundraising 							Steve Newson - � HYPERLINK "mailto:stephennewson@sky.com" �stephennewson@sky.com� 


Graham Ferris (RFM) – 0207 863 3349 


Alice Fisher (SE CFR) – 020 7863 3347


Ann Bedford (London Volunteering) – 0207 863 3348


Graham Akins (SW CFR) – 0207 863 3350


Sharon Bonner (NE CFR) - 0208 524 8373


Deborah Armantrading (NW CFR) - 07500 918 682
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BRANCH TRAINING


The Branch Management course for new Branch Officials or those that require a refresher is to be held on the weekend of the18/19 February 2012.


If you wish to go on this course, please complete request a training form and return it for authorisation.


Copies were sent out with the last newsletter and if you require another copy please contact Fiona.








STANDARD BEARERS TRAINING





Standard Bearers Training is being held at The Royal Star & Garter – Queen’s Room on the following dates:





Wednesday 18th and 25th January 2012





Wednesday 1st February 2012





The training begins at 6pm till 8pm for each session.





For further information, please contact the District Ceremonial Officer, Stan Heath on 01784 255 006








London Membership Website





I have created a new membership website for London that contains information on Branches, Clubs, Events, Remembrance and copies of the newsletter. 





Please visit the website at the following link:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/london-metropolitan/membership" �http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/london-metropolitan/membership� 





If you wish to have a Branch website, please contact Fiona








CARD RETURNS


The deadline for Card Returns is the 1st February 2012.


To ensure your Branch is not credited for unsold membership cards, it is advised to send the cards with the MS6 to CDI in Eastleigh.


Please ensure that no Card returns are sent to HQ otherwise you will not be refunded for unsold cards.

















Special General Meeting Greater London District





The Special General Meeting is provisionally scheduled for SATURDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2012; this date will be confirmed by the District Office as soon as possible.











Accommodation 


FOR CONFERENCE





Scarborough’s Tourism Bureau offers a full delegate accommodation service provided through its experienced tourism bureau team. For further information on delegate accommodation please contact


� HYPERLINK "mailto:tourismbureau@scarborough.gov.uk" �tourismbureau@scarborough.gov.uk� 








March for Honour


Starting in four separate locations, the Royal Marines, Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force teams will march a distance that is equal or greater than the total number of British fatalities in Afghanistan and Iraq since 2001.


On the 11th November, they will be making their way from Windsor to the Royal Albert Hall.  This route will pass through Osterley Park, Gunnersbury Park, Acton Green, Heathrow, Kensington Gardens, Kensington Olympia and Holland Park. 


Your Branch can use this opportunity to fundraise and support the teams. 


For further information on this memorable event, please visit http://www.march4honour.com

















�


This edition’s explanation of military expressions from the book “Rank and File- Military and Naval Expressions and their Origins” from Grange Books concerns ‘Bearing the brunt’





“To ‘bear the brunt’ of any action is to take the main impact, the greater part of the shock and stress.  The term dates from the 14th century, a time when opposing forces in battle lined up against each other and those in front line bore the greatest share of the enemy onslaught. 


By extension, the ‘brunt of the battle’ is the ‘hottest’ part of the fighting, which may imply an association with the earlier Nordic word bruna, meaning ‘to advance like fire’. 


(The English word ‘burn’ stems from the same source and is an example of the process of metathesis, the transposition of letters, which formed part of development of many words in use today.)” 


Special thanks to Stephen Goddard, Branch Chairman of Buckhurst Hill for loaning me the book and for his historical knowledge.  


�





SIGN UP TO THE


BRANCH FUNDS INITIATIVE


FOR EXCELLENT 


INTEREST RATES


3.05%





SUPPORT FOR LEGION FUNERAL SERVICES


If your Branch requires a bugler for a funeral the following people have offered their service:


Roy Clark (Bugler) - 07956 682666


Mr Stephen Hathaway (Trumpet Player) - 0777 1776 113








Property and Club Contact


If your property is under corporate trusteeship or you require advice on leases/repairs, please contact the David Arnold – East and Metropolitan Property Manager on 020 3207 2447 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:DArnold@britishlegion.org.uk" �DArnold@britishlegion.org.uk� 


If your Club requires advice then they should contact the Club Business Advisor, Pauline Swann on � HYPERLINK "mailto:pswann@britishlegion.org.uk" �pswann@britishlegion.org.uk� or    07970 375 421 
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